Prepare the Way December 7. 2025
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-12
Theme: Advent is not just waiting; it is preparing. Repentance clears a path for Christ to come among us.
* Introduction
e The Gospels introduce Jesus’ ministry not with quiet scenes but with John the Baptist crying out in the wilderness.
e John doesn’t whisper. He calls with urgency, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
e His location matters: the wilderness symbolizes new beginnings, honesty, and transformation.
e  Advent echoes that same call—make room, prepare your heart, and clear the path for Christ.
* The Wilderness Message
e Advent brings candles and beauty, but John interrupts our comfortable waiting.
e His message reminds us Advent isn’t passive; it requires preparation.
e  The wilderness in Scripture is where God forms people:
o Israel learns trust in the desert.
o Moses is shaped in Midian.
o  Elijah hears God’s whisper at Horeb.
e  Wilderness places strip away illusions and sharpen our need for God.
* When Life Feels Like a Wilderness
e  We know wilderness seasons:
o weariness
o unanswered prayers
o grief
o confusion
o uncertainty about the future
e  Scripture insists God does powerful work in wilderness places.
e  The wilderness becomes the classroom of grace and the birthplace of new beginnings.
* Repentance That Sets Us Free
e “Repent” is often misunderstood.
o Not shame.
o Not punishment.
o Not humiliation.
e Biblical repentance means:
o turning toward God
o clearing space
o loosening what binds
o removing what blocks grace
e Repentance invites freedom, honesty, and peace.
e It opens the deep places of the heart where Jesus brings healing.
* The People Respond
e Crowds travel long distances to hear John in the wilderness.
e They confess their sins—not to be embarrassed but to be free.
e Confession is truth-telling that leads to healing and release.
e They submit to baptism as a sign of new beginnings.
* Fruit Worthy of Repentance
e John speaks directly to the religious leaders:
o “Bear fruit worthy of repentance.”
o They wanted appearance without surrender.
e Heritage does not equal holiness; transformation does.
e Repentance grows visible fruit in:

o actions
o speech
o relationships
o choices
o forgiveness
o love
* The One Who Comes After

e John knows his role:
o prepare the way
o call for repentance
o point to Christ



e  Only Jesus can:
o purify the heart
o baptize with the Holy Spirit
o burn away what destroys
o strengthen what is good
e The fire of the Spirit is cleansing, not destructive.
* The Peace of Advent (Second Sunday)
e John’s message may sound jarring, but it leads to a deeper peace:
o the peace of honesty
o the peace of surrender
o the peace of cleared-out space
e  Christ is our peace, and repentance makes room for Him to reign.
* When Christ Comes Near
e Jesus still arrives in wilderness places:
o fear — courage
o guilt — forgiveness
o confusion — wisdom
o weariness — strength
e Advent is the season to notice where Christ is already drawing close.
* Preparing the Way Today
e  Preparing for Christ might look like:
o releasing resentment
letting go of control
forgiving someone
healing a relationship
slowing down and praying
trusting God with what you cannot fix
choosing mercy over anger
o opening Scripture again
e Repentance is the doorway through which God’s love enters more deeply.
* The Invitation
e John’s cry still echoes: “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
e God’s invitation is clear:
o “I want to come close.”
o “I want to dwell with you.”
o “I want to do something new in you.”
e  But preparation is needed.
e Advent is the time to clear the path, open the door, and make room.

Reflection & Prayer
* Key Verse
“Prepare the way for the Lord; make straight paths for Him.” — Matthew 3:3
* Takeaway
Repentance is not about guilt; it is about clearing away what blocks Christ’s peace, healing, and renewal.
* Reflection Questions
e  What part of your life feels like a wilderness right now?
e  What needs to be cleared for Christ to enter more fully?
e Where is God inviting you to bear fruit worthy of repentance?
e  What would peace look like in your heart this week?
* Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, prepare my heart for Your coming. Clear away whatever does not belong.
Heal what is wounded. Speak Your peace into every weary place.
Make my life ready for Your love, and let Your Spirit renew me this Advent.
In Your holy name, Amen.
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