Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

Introduction

Matthew 14:13-21 begins in grief. Herod has killed John the Baptist, and Jesus withdraws by boat to a
quiet place. The crowds follow Him on foot. When Jesus comes ashore and sees them, He doesn’t treat
them as an interruption. He has compassion on them and heals those who are sick.

As evening comes, the disciples see a practical problem. The crowd is large, the place is remote, and the
people need food. Their solution is to send everyone away. Jesus answers, “They don’t need to go away.
You give them something to eat.”

The disciples have only five loaves and two fish. Jesus tells them to bring the food to Him. He gives
thanks, breaks the bread, and gives it to the disciples to distribute. Everyone eats and is satisfied, and
twelve baskets remain. The story reveals Jesus’ compassion and teaches that what seems too small can
become part of God’s work when it is placed in Christ’s hands.

Background

Matthew places this feeding after Herod’s banquet. Herod’s table is shaped by pride, manipulation, and
death. Jesus’ table is shaped by compassion, welcome, and life. Herod protects his power by taking life.
Jesus reveals God’s kingdom by giving what the people need.

The story also recalls God feeding Israel with manna in the wilderness and Elisha feeding one hundred
people with twenty loaves. Jesus provides far more with far less. His actions of taking, blessing, breaking,
and giving the bread also point ahead to the Last Supper.

Verse-by-Verse Handout

Scrlp.ture Main Meaning Details That Are Easy to Miss
Section
Matthew After hearing about John’s death, Jesus Jesus makes room for grief, prayer, and rest. His
14:13 withdraws by boat to a solitary place. withdrawal may also reflect the danger created by
Herod’s violence.
Matthew Jesus sees the crowd, has compassion on Jesus sees people rather than an interruption.
14:14 them, and heals those who are sick. Biblical compassion moves toward suffering and

responds with mercy.
Matthew The disciples tell Jesus to send the crowd The disciples understand the problem, but scarcity
14:15 away so the people can buy food. limits their imagination. They see what is missing
rather than who is present.
Matthew Jesus says, “They don’t need to go away. YouJesus gives the disciples responsibility, but He

14:16 give them something to eat.” doesn’t ask them to meet the need apart from
Him.

Matthew The disciples report that they have only five They are honest about their limits. Faith does not

14:17 loaves of bread and two fish. require pretending that small resources are large.

Matthew Jesus says, “Bring them here to me.” This is the turning point. The disciples place what

14:18 they have in Jesus’ hands and trust Him with what
they cannot do.

Matthew Jesus tells the crowd to sit down. He takes the Jesus is the source of the provision, but the

14:19 food, looks to heaven, gives thanks, breaks  disciples carry it to the people. The pattern points

the bread, and gives it to the disciples. toward the Last Supper.

Matthew Everyone eats and is satisfied. The disciples The meal provides more than a taste. The

14:20 gather twelve baskets of leftovers. leftovers show that Christ’s provision is greater
than the need.

Matthew About five thousand men eat, besides women The total crowd was likely much larger. Jesus’

14:21 and children. compassion and provision reach the whole

gathered community.



Wesleyan Emphasis

This passage shows prevenient grace. Jesus welcomes, heals, and feeds the crowd before they fully
understand who He is. Grace moves toward human need before people have earned or explained it. Christ
sees them, loves them, and acts for their good.

Jesus cares for the whole person. He teaches, heals, and feeds. Wesleyan discipleship joins personal faith
with works of mercy. Feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, welcoming the stranger, and helping those
in need are ways God’s love becomes visible.

The disciples are also being shaped by sanctifying grace. They begin by wanting to send the crowd away.
Jesus teaches them to see the people, bring what they have, and take part in His work. Grace changes not
only what they believe but also how they respond.

The shared meal also reflects social holiness. No one eats alone, competes for a place, or proves that they
deserve bread. The people sit together and receive together. God’s grace forms a community where gifts
are shared and everyone has a place.

Main Lessons

Jesus sees people with compassion, not as interruptions.

Grief and rest are part of faithful life, but sorrow does not close Jesus’ heart.
Our limits are real, but they are not greater than God’s grace.

Jesus asks us to bring what we have rather than wait until we have more.
Christ is the source of provision, but His followers are called to serve.
God’s kingdom cares for both spiritual and physical needs.

At Christ’s table, everyone is welcomed and there is enough.

Discussion Questions

Why do you think the disciples wanted to send the crowd away?

What does Jesus’ compassion teach us about the heart of God?

How does Jesus balance His need for solitude with the needs of the crowd?
What changes when the disciples bring their small supply to Jesus?

Where does scarcity limit the way you see a problem?

What gift, skill, or resource can you place in Christ’s hands?

How can the Church care for both physical and spiritual needs?

Where might Jesus be saying to us, “You give them something to eat”?

Application

We often see the size of a need and the smallness of what we have. Jesus doesn’t ask us to solve every
problem by ourselves. He asks us to bring what we have, trust His grace, and respond to the people before
us.

Compassion does not mean that grief, rest, and healthy limits are unimportant. Jesus Himself sought
solitude. Yet His weariness did not make the crowd invisible. We can care for our own souls while asking
God to keep our hearts open to the pain around us.

A meal, a visit, a ride, a prayer, a listening ear, or a place of welcome may seem small, but love offered in
Christ’s name matters. We cannot meet every need, but we can respond to the need within our reach. We
do not create grace. We receive it from Jesus and carry it into the crowd.

We are also part of the hungry crowd. We come to Christ with empty hands and receive forgiveness,
hope, healing, and life that we cannot provide for ourselves. The good news is that Jesus doesn’t send us
away. He welcomes us, satisfies us with His grace, and sends us to share what He has given.



