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A Glorious Future 

A Glorious Future 

Cheryl Farr / General 

Romans 8:18–39 

  

Opening prayer 

Holy One, we come before you with sighs too deep for words. We come with 
hearts overwhelmed— by the world, by personal relationships, and by inward 
struggles. We come to praise your name and to be reassured of your unending 
grace. In this time and place, open our hearts to your presence. Open our ears to 
hear your word proclaimed. Open our hands to serve you and the world. May our 
lives reflect Christ, who walks with us and gives us life. In the name of Christ, we 
pray. Amen.  

Pastoral Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer 

Loving God, you search our hearts to see all the good, all the challenges, and all 
the obstacles in our lives. You remember the times we have turned away from 
you— the times we have forgotten we are your beloved children. Forgive us when 
we do not act as your faithful followers. Remind us we are a part of your family. 
May your Son, Jesus Christ, intercede in our lives to bring us grace and healing. 
Help us be your servants and share your story with the world.  Beloved children of 
God, nothing in this life can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Receive the forgiveness of God, and go forth to be the loving community of 
faith. Hear us as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught His disciples. Our Father, 
who art in Heaven... 

OT Reading 
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Psalm 73 (NIV)   

 1 Surely God is good to Israel,    

  to those who are pure in heart.    

2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped;    

  I had nearly lost my foothold.    

3 For I envied the arrogant    

  when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.    

4 They have no struggles;    

  their bodies are healthy and strong.    

5 They are free from common human burdens;    

  they are not plagued by human ills.    

6 Therefore pride is their necklace;    

  they clothe themselves with violence.    

7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity;    

  their evil imaginations have no limits.    

8 They scoff, and speak with malice;    

  with arrogance they threaten oppression.    

9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven,    

  and their tongues take possession of the earth.    

10 Therefore their people turn to them    

  and drink up waters in abundance.    

11 They say, “How would God know?    

  Does the Most High know anything?”    
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12 This is what the wicked are like—    

  always free of care, they go on amassing wealth.    

13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure    

  and have washed my hands in innocence.    

14 All day long I have been afflicted,    

  and every morning brings new punishments.    

15 If I had spoken out like that,    

  I would have betrayed your children.    

16 When I tried to understand all this,    

  it troubled me deeply    

17 till I entered the sanctuary of God;    

  then I understood their final destiny.    

18 Surely you place them on slippery ground;    

  you cast them down to ruin.    

19 How suddenly are they destroyed,    

  completely swept away by terrors!    

20 They are like a dream when one awakes;    

  when you arise, Lord,    

  you will despise them as fantasies.    

21 When my heart was grieved    

  and my spirit embittered,    

22 I was senseless and ignorant;    

  I was a brute beast before you.    
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23 Yet I am always with you;    

  you hold me by my right hand.    

24 You guide me with your counsel,    

  and afterward you will take me into glory.    

25 Whom have I in heaven but you?    

  And earth has nothing I desire besides you.    

26 My flesh and my heart may fail,    

  but God is the strength of my heart    

  and my portion forever.    

27 Those who are far from you will perish;    

  you destroy all who are unfaithful to you.    

28 But as for me, it is good to be near God.    

  I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge;    

  I will tell of all your deeds.   

Offering Prayer 

Almighty God, there are treasures all around us— family, friends, your abiding 
presence, and the love of Christ Jesus. Bless these gifts we return to you now. 
Bless them, that others might come to know the true treasures of your love and 
grace. In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

Intro 

Our text today comes from Romans 8:18-39 out of the NIV. Last week, we ended 
with Romans 8:18, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” 
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When we look around us, when we look at the suffering going on around us and 
the suffering that we, ourselves, are going through we know it can be so very 
difficult to not concentrate on the sufferings. It can be so difficult to think of the 
future waiting for us we just don’t. But, the problem with that is that if we are 
concentrating more on what is going on around us than we are on the future that 
God has for us, we begin acting just like what is distressing us. Don’t believe me? 
Can you really fire up against someone if your mind is on God? Can you cuss 
somebody out if you are thinking about an eternity in Heaven? Can you say what 
your mind is wanting to say if you are thinking about Jesus being on the cross 
dying to save you from going to Hell if you say it? 

I dare say that from Adam and Eve, people have been wondering why good 
people have to go through bad times. The subject of Psalm 73 is asking the 
question why wicked people proper. The Christians in Rome had to be wondering 
why they were being persecuted and fed to the lions and Paul knew this. He knew 
how easy it would be for them to let their worry and fear consume them. His 
answer - and it should be the answer of every believer - is to focus on the future. 
To focus on using these struggles that we go through for the Kingdom of God 
instead of against it. 

Read along with me or listen as I read Romans 8:18-39 out of the New 
International Version: 

Romans 8:18–39 (NIV)   

 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 
glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for 
the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.    

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
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saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 
have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.    

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.    

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also 
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.    

  31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—
more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is 
written:    

  “For your sake we face death all day long;    

  we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”     

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

Paul opens this section by talking about Creation and the suffering the earth itself 
and all that it houses are going through. Y’all, we see this today and actually we 
are more aware of it that the Romans because of our access to reports from 
around the world. Whether climate change is a natural occurence or brought 
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about by man is not the question. The truth is our world is suffering. Fact of the 
matter, from the closure of the Garden of Eden our world has been decaying, it 
has been dying. When Paul says that creation itself is waiting in eager 
expectation, I want you to picture a child on Christmas morning peaking around 
the corner to see what Santa brought. They don’t know what is going to be there, 
but they know it is going to be good. That is what creation itself is doing right 
now. Notice that its waiting to see the revelation of the sons of God instead of its 
own. If we look back at verses 14-16, we’ll see that we are already the sons, the 
children of God, but the glorious reality that we will become is still in the future. 

Now, you may be thinking Cheryl, you talk about “creation” as if the earth were a 
living being with feelings, hopes, and dreams. And yes, I do. Because the creation 
also contains God’s Spirit just like we do and where God’s Spirit is there is hope. If 
the ground didn’t have potential and hope, why did God curse it in Genesis three? 
Now I am not saying that creation is human, but many of us can feel closer to God 
when we are in nature whether we are a beach person, a mountain person, or 
one whose heart nigh well bursts with joy over a desert sunrise. That’s where we 
feel God the most so yes, creation hopes and it hopes in all believers because it is 
through us that creation itself will be delivered as Paul says in verse 21. 

In Revelation 22:1-5 we see what creation is hoping for. John describes the final 
Eden as a land without curse, where the river of the water of life flows down the 
middle of the great street of the city from the throne of God and the Lamb.  

Had Adam and Eve not sinned, this is what God intended and if that doesn’t give 
creation - and us - hope, what will? 

It’s this longing in us that Paul describes in verses 23-25. We groan for, we yearn 
for our adoption and the redemption of our bodies. We have the gift of the Holy 
Spirit now but we know - we have hope - in that glorious future where our 
suffering is over. We say goodbye to these finite bodies we now have. No more 
pain, no more cancer or sickness, no more death and having to say goodbye to 
our loved ones. So yes, when we think about the realization of our full inheritance 
we groan in our longing for it. 

Paul says in verse 24, “For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?” Paul is emphasizing that this 
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life we have now is not our hope. Our hope lies in God and the life that we 
haven’t seen yet.  

Look around, is there any hope to be found in the world? No, there are bright 
spots of happiness and joy, but there’s not much hope. 

And that loved ones is why it’s so hard to pray. When we pray for the things that 
we hope for here on earth, they may or not be in God’s will. Number one, we do 
not know when we are praying for healing, relationships, or financial help if that 
thing is in line with God’s plan or not. By all means, we still pray for those things, 
but we can’t be sure that those things are what God has in His plans. 

Yet we pray for these things anyway and we should. Fervent prayer can change 
God’s mind. Isaiah 38:4-5 “Then the Word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, God 
and tel Hezekian, ‘ The Lord, the God of your father David, says, “I have heard 
your prayer. I have seen your tears. See, I will add fifteen years to your life.” In 
Mark 14:36, Jesus prayed “Father, everything is possible for you, take this cup 
from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” Jesus knew what Paul says we 
know in verse 28, “all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to His purpose.”  

When we don’t know what to pray for - or even when we think we do - our own 
prayers are ignorant of God’s plan. We don’t know, but the Spirit does and He is 
praying harder for us than we are praying for ourselves. 

There is debate as to whether Paul was saying “all things work for the good” or 
that God works for good in all things. In the grand scheme of things, I’m not sure 
it matters because we don’t see the entirety of God’s plan. There have been times 
for all of us that things happened in a totally different way than what we were 
praying, but because of our belief in a glorious future, we know that even if we 
don’t like the outcome of the situation, even if that situation brings us personal 
pain, we can know - not just hope - that it worked in a way that God will use for 
His Kingdom. 

To those of us who love God and have been called according to His purpose, the 
sufferings we encounter in this life should be pointing us toward the future that 
God has prepared for us. 
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In verses 31-39, Paul tells us why we can have hope in that glorious future. in 
verse 31, If God is for us, who can be against us.” and he goes on to say that we 
are justified by God Himself, no human and nothing else can condemn us. Jesus 
who died in agony because of us is sitting at the right hand of God interceding for 
us. Satan can’t condemn us, he’s already been beaten. Other humans can’t 
condemn us because they too have fallen short of the glory of God and will stand 
before the righteous Judge just like we will. Jesus could, but He won’t. He died for 
us and is now our Mediator and Advocate. God Himself, as we are told in verse 
33, justifies us, there is no one to condemn us so there is no condemnation for us! 

Because of God and Jesus, we can be sure that nothing will come between that 
future and us as long as we keep our focus on God and the plan He has for us. 
God made the way for us to come to Him and Paul says that because of that plan 
we are conquerors. The things of this world cannot separate us from the love of 
Christ.  

Here’s the gospel folks, in verses 38-39: " For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We still have to obey. We have the same choice that Adam and Eve had. We can 
live the righteous life or we can chose to leave our brotherhood with Jesus Christ 
and follow our own whims. We choose who to follow uncountable times in our 
life and yes, sometimes we choose wrongly. But if we listen to the Holy Spirit 
calling us to come to our Father, all is forgiven, my child, just come home, we will 
find that no condemnation waits, just love, forgiveness, and a glorious future. 

If you’ve drifted - or even run away - from the fellowship that God wants to have 
with us. It’s not too late to turn back. If you’ve never accepted the fellowship that 
God wants to have with you, it’s not too late to accept it. If you want to talk with 
me about your salvation, just contact me and we’ll talk as long as you need. 

Look at this world around us. It is imploding. But in God, we have hope for a 
better future, a glorious future that will last for eternity. Bow your heads with me 
please. 

Blessed be the Lord our God for the love which you have shown us 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In him who loved us we are conquerors  

over hardship, distress, persecution, 

famine, nakedness, peril and the sword. 

In the silence of abandonment and solitude, 

of sickness and death, 

pour out the riches of your blessing, 

that we may be ever more faithful to serve you 

in our sisters and brothers, 

and that our joy to do your will be ever greater. 

We bless you and glorify you, 

for you listen to the silence of our hearts. 

You act within us with power, healing us and leading us 

to speak in the name of Jesus, your Son. 

Send us into the world to carry out your will 

and to break down the walls of silence which separate us. 

May we witness to you, our only Saviour, 

being ever more united by “one faith and one baptism”. 

And may we grow in grace 

and in the peace of God which passes all understanding, 

that your name may be glorified. 

In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 

Benediction  
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Go forth knowing that you are part of God’s family.  

Go forth proclaiming the praises of God.  

Go forth in the assurance that Christ is always with us.  

Go forth to bring the kingdom of God wherever you are. 
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