Defending the Gospel, Galatians 2:1-10, August 25, 2024
1. Paul's Acceptance by the Apostles

o Paul's acceptance by the apostles was a turning point for both his ministry and the early
church.

o This acceptance was crucial for the unity of the church, especially in confirming the
gospel he preached to the Gentiles.

2. Inclusivity of God's Grace

o Paul taught about the inclusivity of God's grace, emphasizing that salvation is by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
e The church must promote unity while respecting the diversity within its body.

3. Paul's Journey to Jerusalem

o Paul traveled to Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus, driven by a revelation from God.
o The trio represented diverse backgrounds: Paul (a former persecutor), Barnabas (a Jewish
convert), and Titus (an uncircumcised Gentile).

4. The Challenge of Circumcision

e The early church debated whether Gentile converts needed to observe Mosaic Law,
particularly circumcision.

o This debate was crucial as it touched on the nature of the gospel itself—whether it was
inclusive and based on faith alone.

5. The Outcome of Paul's Meeting

e In a private meeting, Paul presented his gospel message to the leaders in Jerusalem,
ensuring that his ministry aligned with the broader Christian movement.

e The leaders did not compel Titus to be circumcised, affirming that the gospel transcends
cultural and ethnic boundaries.

6. Unity in Diversity
o The leaders recognized Paul's ministry to the Gentiles as valid, just as Peter's ministry to
the Jews.
e The church’s unity was not based on uniformity in cultural practices but on shared faith
in Jesus Christ.

7. Respecting Diverse Ministries

o The right hand of fellowship extended to Paul and Barnabas was more than friendship; it
was an endorsement of their ministry.



e This affirmed the diverse ways in which God works within the church.
8. Inclusivity and Freedom of the Gospel

o The gospel does not require cultural or religious conformity beyond faith in Christ.
o Salvation is available to all, irrespective of cultural or ethnic backgrounds.

9. The Church’s Call to Remember the Poor

e The leaders asked Paul and Barnabas to remember the poor, highlighting that unity in the
gospel must be reflected in practical love and care for others.

10. Lessons for the Modern Church

e Unity within the church must be promoted while respecting diverse ministries and
callings.

e C(Collaboration and mutual support are essential for fulfilling the Great Commission.

e The church should be a place where all are welcomed and loved, with unity found in
shared faith in Christ.

11. Commitment to the Gospel

e Paul’s example teaches us to stand firm in the truth of the gospel, defending it against
distortion or compromise.

o The gospel calls for a way of life marked by love, care for others, and reflecting the grace
we have received.

12. Call to Action

e Promote unity within the body of Christ.
o Respect and celebrate the diverse ways God is at work among us.
e Support and encourage one another in spreading the gospel.

Closing Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for the gospel that transcends all boundaries. Help
us to promote unity within our church, respecting each other’s gifts and callings. May we work
together, supporting and encouraging one another as we spread the good news of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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