Sermon Handout: The Transforming Power of Grace

Key Scripture: Galatians 1:11-24

Introduction:

e Focus of the Sermon: The transforming power of God’s grace, as demonstrated in the
life of the Apostle Paul.

o Context: Paul’s letter to the Galatians emphasizes his apostolic authority and the truth of
the gospel he preached, which came directly from Christ.

Key Points:

1. Paul’s Personal Testimony:
o Paul shares his history, not because it was unknown, but to demonstrate the
radical transformation he experienced through God’s grace.
o Paul’s life before Christ was one of zealous persecution of the church, but God
had other plans.
2. The Divine Origin of Paul’s Message:
o Paul’s gospel was not taught by man; it was revealed directly by Jesus Christ.
o His authority as an apostle is based on this divine revelation, making his message
authoritative and true.
3. The Challenge to Paul's Authority:
o Paul’s authority was questioned by those who sought to lead the Galatians astray,
suggesting his message needed supplementation by adherence to Mosaic law.
o Paul stands firm, asserting the sufficiency of the gospel of grace.
4. Grace Removes Distinctions:
o The cross of Christ eliminates distinctions between believers; there are no Jews or
Gentiles in God’s eyes because of the cross.
o Some people resist this truth, seeking to impose additional rules to maintain a
sense of superiority.
5. Paul’s Transformation as an Example of Grace:
o Paul’s conversion from a persecutor to a preacher exemplifies the power of God’s
grace.
o This transformation wasn’t initiated by Paul; it was entirely the work of God from
start to finish.
6. Wesleyan Theology and Grace:
o Wesleyan theology teaches that God’s grace works in our lives before we are
even aware of it (prevenient grace).



o Justifying grace is the moment we accept God’s grace through faith, leading to
forgiveness and reconciliation with God.
7. Paul’s Time in Arabia:
o Paul’s time in Arabia was a period of preparation and reflection, allowing him to
deepen his relationship with Christ.
o This time can be seen as a period of sanctifying grace, where Paul was being
shaped for his future ministry.
8. The Power of Personal Testimony:
o Paul’s testimony highlights the importance of sharing our personal experiences of
God’s grace.

o Our testimonies are powerful tools for evangelism, making the message of grace
real to others.

9. The Challenge:

o Reflect on how God’s grace has worked in your life and be ready to share your
testimony with someone who needs to hear about God’s love and grace.

Application:

o Personal Reflection: Consider how God’s grace has transformed your life.

e Challenge: Share your testimony with someone this week. It doesn’t have to be
elaborate; just share what God has done in your life.

e Encouragement: Trust that God will use your story to touch the hearts of others.

Closing Prayer:

e Prayer Focus: Thank God for His transforming grace, ask for boldness in sharing your
testimony, and seek to be a reflection of His grace in your daily life.
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